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Black Terrell - Italian leather
North/South tote in black trimmed

with crinkle black patent, $675

 

 

Red Meghann - Italian leather
East/West tote in red, $695

 

 

Aqua Anna - Large Italian leather
clutch in aqua, $350

M. Clifford Designs 

Background:

What is your name? Martha Clifford
Where are you
from? Florence, South Carolina

Where do you live
now? Charlotte, North Carolina

How old are you? 50+
Do you have a
design background? No.

Do you still have a
day job? No.

What year were
your bags born? 2003

Bag brand name: M. Clifford Designs
What is their retail
price range? $350 - $695

Where can a
shopper buy your
bags?

www.mclifforddesigns.com

For more
information,
contact:

www.mclifforddesigns.com

Comments: [post a comment] 

Story:

At a time in life when most people are looking
forward to ending their work life, I decided to
launch a handbag line. Always being creative
and loving fashion, I did this despite the
skeptical looks from some friends and family,
but with total support from my wonderful
husband. I’m excited to be placing my bags in
high-end boutiques in New York, California,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Florida. My
bags are designed for the sophisticated, elegant
woman in all of us whether she is in her 30’s or
her 70’s. Because I value high quality and
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craftsmanship, my bags are handmade in New
York of the finest Italian leathers. One of my
designs, the Morgan for Spring ’08, uses
imported French fabric trimmed with Italian
leather. The interior of every bag has a
signature red suede lining and I also use
custom hardware. Inspiration, for me, comes
from everything in life, as well as, architecture,
high fashion, and nature.

After selling a successful catering business that
I had owned for many years, I returned to
sewing as a creative outlet. I began making
handbags for myself, family, and friends on my
kitchen counter. When requests to purchase
them began to overwhelm me, I decided to
seek out a manufacturer in New York. From
there, my bags morphed from just fabric to luxe
leathers and imported fabrics. My bags are
named for all of the important women in my
life, of which there are many (so I won’t run
out anytime soon), who have encouraged and
supported me in this journey. A portion of the
proceeds from sales of the Meghann bag
benefits the Renfrew Foundation for the
support, care, and treatment of eating
disorders, a cause that is close to my heart.

There really have been no nightmare stories,
but a lot of lessons learned from mistakes
made, some of them costly. This has been a
long journey from conception to actual
handbags, but love of what I am doing and
determination to make this a success is driving
me forward.  My greatest achievement so far, I
guess, is having the guts to take a chance and
start a new business at my age. Seeing my
designs come off the page of my sketch book
into an actual handbag, makes it all worth it.
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September 05, 2008 - Sherry Devine Designs - Sherry Devine 
September 03, 2008 - ARZADESIGN - Arza Gilad 
September 01, 2008 - ESCANDALOS - Wanda Reyes 
August 27, 2008 - BagPack - Visnja Clayton 
August 25, 2008 - Chi Stylezs Chi Stash - JiMoThY 
August 22, 2008 - Alkara - Camilla Daubeney 
August 20, 2008 - Coco Barclay - Coco Barclay 
August 18, 2008 - Sabrina Love - Sabrina Love Rodriguez 
August 15, 2008 - Beth Springer - Beth Springer 
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August 13, 2008 - MaDee Bags - Donna Berardo & Maria Pis Lopez 
August 11, 2008 - Altrove - Kayo Takami 
August 08, 2008 - Cacodor - Zen Tan 
August 06, 2008 - RanHeeJoo - RanHee Joo 
August 04, 2008 - PEPPER - Pooja Pariani 
August 01, 2008 - Orean Collier - Orean Collier 
July 30, 2008 - BYSOG New York - Vic Vartanian 
July 28, 2008 - anita - Ana Faria 
July 25, 2008 - anupa - Anupa Horvil 
July 23, 2008 - Rebagz - Marty Stevens-Heebner 
July 21, 2008 - Cheet London - Emily Cheetham 
July 18, 2008 - Third Floor Designs - Beth Rowan 
July 16, 2008 - A.Ché - Amanda Ché 
July 14, 2008 - Ghigiarelli - Linda Ghigiarelli 
July 11, 2008 - karinas bags - Karina Hesketh 
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